IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows. 

1. (Currently Amended) An image processing device comprising: 

an input moan Gc ircuit for inputting €Hi-a.digital image wherein one or more 
color components are non-existent in each pixel, obtained from one of a single- 
sensor image-pickup system, a double-sensor image-pickup system, ea ^and a triple- 
sensor pixel spatial offset image-pickup system; 

SLCombination average CQlculation moan s calculator for making a combination 
e fcombining two or more pixels from a plurality of pixels having tho samo color 
componont similar color components near the-a_pixel of interest within the image 
signals input from the input moans circuit , and calculating thean average for the 
combination of tho color components of two or more pixels for a plurality kinds of 
combinations of different p ixels in thea region near the pixel of interest; 

a color correlation ootimation — moans estimator for estimating color 

correlation which is a correlation between different color components within the 
region near the pixel of interest; and 

a combination Goloction moanG selector for selecting one of the plurality of 
combination averages calculated by the combination average calculation 
ffieanscalculator, as thea non-existent color component for the pixel of interest, 
based upon the color correlation estimated by the color correlation estimation 
moano o stimator . 

2. (Currently Amended) The image processing device according to 
Claim 1, wherein the combination average calculation moans calculator further 
calculates fee-fluctuation of the color component within the combination of two or 
more pixels; 

and wherein the color correlation estimation moans estimator further 
calculates thea reliability of the estimated color correlation; and 
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wherein, in the event that the reUabiUty calculated by the color correlation 
Qotimation moans estimator is high, the combination Gclcction mcanG selector 
estimates the non-existent color component for the pixel of interest based upon the 
estimation results of the color correlation and the color component obtained in the 
pixel of interest, and selects the combination average which is ^e-closest to the 
estimated non-existent color component candidate as the non-existent color 
component, and in the event that the reliability is low, the combination Goloction 
moan o selector selects the combination average corresponding to the combination 
wherein the— fluctuation of the color component calculated by the combination 
average calculation moans calculator is the least, as the non-existent color 
component. 

3. (Currently Amended) An image processing device comprising: 

an input ffiean scircuit for inputting aBr-a_digital image wherein one or more 
color components are non-existent in each pixel, obtained from one of a single- 
sensor image-pickup system, a double-sensor image-pickup system, ea^ -and a triple- 
sensor pixel spatial offset image-pickup system; 

a^first non-existent color component ^onorating moans generator for making a 
combination of combining two or more pixels from a plurality of pixels having ^fee 
6€H9a ea similar color component near thea pixel of interest within the-image signals 
input from the input moans circuit , calculating thean average for theeach 
combination tbe-of color components of two or more pixels for a plurality kinds of 
different combinations in thea region near the pixel of interest, and selecting one of 
the calculated averages se-as to gonorato tho a first non-existent color component; 

a second non-existent color component gonorating moano generator for 
estimating thea color correlation which is a correlation between different kinds of 
color components near the pixel of interest for each pixel, and generating thea 
second non-existent color component based upon the estimated color correlation and 
the color component obtained in each pixel; 
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ovaluation mcaiiQ an evaluator for evaluating tho reliability of the color 
correlation estimated by the second non-existent color component estimation 
meaa sestimator : and 

a^third non-existent color component gonorating moans generator for setting 
^a weight as to tho non oxistont color component gonoratod by of the second non- 
existent color component generating moans based upon the reliability evaluated by 
the ovalua t ion moans evaluator , and calculating thea weighted average for the first 
non-existent color component and the second non-existent color component 
gonoratod by tho first non - oxistont color generating moans and tho non - oxiotont 
color component gonoratod by tho socond non oxistont color component gonorating 
moan s using the set-weight, thereby generating ^lea non-existent color component 
value. 

4. (Currently Amended) The image processing device according to 
Claim 3, further comprising a region judgment meaH siudging device for making 
iudgmont determining whether or not the region near the pixel of interest is a 
texture region, and also making iudgmont determining whether or not the region 
near the pixel of interest is an edge region, wherein^ in the event that judgment is 
made by the region judgment moan s device that the region is a texture region, the 
evaluation of the reliability is increased, and conversely in the event that judgment 
is made that the region is an edge region, the-evaluation of the reliability is 
decreased. 

5, (Currently Amended) An image processing program for inputting 
anr-a^digital image wherein one or more color components are non-existent in each 
pixel, obtained from one of a single-sensor image-pickup system, a double-sensor 
image-pickup system, e¥ — and a triple-sensor pixel spatial offset image-pickup 
system, estimating the non-existent color component for each pixel so as to output a 
color digital image, the program comprising: 
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stop for combination average calculation processing for making a combination 
e fcombining two or more pixels from a plurality of pixels having tho samo a similar 
color component near ^^a _pixel of interest, and calculating tbe -an average for 
fe eeach combination of the color components of two or more pixels for a plurality 
laHdeK)f different combinations of pixels in thea region near the pixel of interest; 

step — fej? — color correlation estimation processing for estimating color 
correlation which is a correlation between different color components within the 
region near the pixel of interest; and 

stop for combination selection processing for selecting one of the plurality of 
combination averages calculated by the combination average calculation processing, 
as the non-existent color component for the pixel of interest, based upon ^ae-<:olor 
correlation estimated by the color correlation estimation processing. 

6. (Currently Amended) The image processing program according to 
Claim 5, wherein the combination average calculation processing further includes 
processing for calculating ^ie— fluctuation of the color component within the 
combination of two or more pixels; 

and wherein the color correlation estimation processing further includes fer 
calculating ttie-reliability of the estimated color correlation; 

and wherein in the event that the reliability calculated by the color 
correlation estimation processing is high, the combination selection processing 
estimates the non-existent color component candidate for the pixel of interest based 
upon the estimation results of the color correlation and the color component 
obtained in the pixel of interest, and selects the combination average which is the 
closest to the estimated non-existent color component candidate as the non-existent 
color component, and in the event that the reliability is low, the combination 
selection processing selects the combination average corresponding to the 
combination wherein the— fluctuation of the color component calculated by the 
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combination average calculation processing is tke-least, as the non-existent color 
component. 

7. (Currently Amended) An image processing program for inputting 
aft-a^digital image wherein one or more color components are non-existent in each 
pixel, obtained from one of a single-sensor image-pickup system, a double-sensor 
image-pickup system, ea? — and a triple-sensor pixel spatial offset image-pickup 
system, estimating the non-existent color component for each pixel so as to output a 
color digital image comprising: 

stop for first initial non-existent color component generating processing for 
making a combination o f combining two or more pixels from a plurality of pixels 
having the same color component near the-a_pixel of interest, calculating the-an 
average for fee -each combination of the-color component values of two or more 
pixels for a plurality kinds of different combinations of pixels in the region near the 
pixel of interest, and selecting one of the calculated averages se-as to gonorato the 
non-existent color component; 

Gtop for second non-existent color component generating processing for 
estimating the color correlation which is a correlation between different kinds of 
color components near the pixel of interest for each pixel, and generating the non- 
existent color component based upon the estimated color correlation and the color 
component obtained in each pixel; 

gtop for evaluation processing for evaluating the— reliability of the color 
correlation estimated by the second non-existent color component estimation 
processing; and 

stop for third non-existent color component generating processing for ootting 
th eassigning a weight as-to the non-existent color component generated by the 
second non-existent color component generating processing based upon the 
reliability evaluated by the evaluation processing, and calculating thea weighted 
average for the non-existent color component generated by the fes tinitial non- 
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existent color generating processing and the non-existent color component 
generated by the second non-existent color component generating processing using 
the set weight, thereby generating the non-existent color component value. 

8. (Currently Amended) The image processing program according to 
Claim 7, further comprising region judgment processing for making 
iudgmont deter mining whether or not the region near the pixel of interest is a 
texture region, and also making judgment deter mining whether or not the region 
near the pixel of interest is an edge region, wherein in the event that judgment 
made by the region judgment processing is that the region is a texture region, ike 
evaluation of the reliability is increased, and conversely in the event that judgment 
is made that the region is an edge region, the-evaluation of the reliability is 
decreased. 
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